
MARK SCHEME FOR SOURCE BASED ESSAY 
 
Using sources A–E, discuss how far the evidence supports this assertion. 
L1 WRITES ABOUT THE HYPOTHESIS, NO VALID USE OF SOURCES 
[1–5] 
These answers will write about the issue and might use the sources. However, candidates 
will not use the sources as information/evidence to test the given hypothesis. If sources are 
used, it will be to support an essay-style answer to the question. 
L2 USES INFORMATION TAKEN FROM THE SOURCES TO 
CHALLENGE OR SUPPORT 
THE HYPOTHESIS [6–8] 
These answers use the sources as information rather than as evidence, i.e. sources are 
used at face value only with no evaluation/interpretation in context. 
L3 USES INFORMATION TAKEN FROM SOURCES TO CHALLENGE 
AND SUPPORT THE 
HYPOTHESIS [9–13] 
These answers know that testing the hypothesis involves both attempting to confirm and to 
disprove it. However, sources are still used only at face value. 
L4 BY INTERPRETING/EVALUATING SOURCES IN CONTEXT, FINDS 
EVIDENCE TO 
CHALLENGE OR SUPPORT THE HYPOTHESIS [14–16] 
These answers are capable of using sources as evidence, i.e. demonstrating their utility in 
testing the hypothesis, by interpreting them in their historical context, i.e. not simply 
accepting them at their face value. 
[NB – no credit should be given at this level for unsupported assertions regarding 
source provenance: e.g. statements such as Source D is unreliable because it is 
biased – evidence/examples are required to substantiate such points.] 
L5 BY INTERPRETING/EVALUATING SOURCES IN CONTEXT, FINDS 
EVIDENCE TO 
CHALLENGE AND SUPPORT THE HYPOTHESIS [17–21] 
These answers know that testing the hypothesis involves attempting both to confirm and 
disconfirm the hypothesis, and are capable of using sources as evidence to do this (i.e. both 
confirmation and disconfirmation are done at this level). Responses address both elements 
of L4. 
L6 AS L5, PLUS EITHER (a) EXPLAINS WHY EVIDENCE TO 
CHALLENGE/SUPPORT IS 
BETTER/PREFERRED, OR (b) RECONCILES/EXPLAINS PROBLEMS IN 
THE EVIDENCE 
TO SHOW THAT NEITHER CHALLENGE NOR SUPPORT IS TO BE 
PREFERRED [22–25] 
For (a) the argument must be that the evidence for agreeing/disagreeing is better/preferred. 
This must involve a comparative judgement, i.e. not just why some evidence is better, but 
also why other evidence is worse. 
For (b) include all L5 answers which use the evidence to modify the hypothesis (rather than 
simply seeking to support/contradict) in order to improve it. 


